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September 18, 2017

Dr. Herman Bounds, Jr.

Director, Accreditation Group

U.S. Department of Education

LBJ Building, 400 Maryland Avenue S.W.
Washington, DC 20202

Re: ACICS- 34 C.F.R. Sec. 602.13 — Acceptance of Agency

Dear Mr. Bounds

This letter is about the request by the Accrediting Council of Independent Colleges and
Schools (*fACICS"} in the matter of its pending application for initial recognition as an
accrediting agency.

ACICS has informed us that they intend to file an initial application for recognition as an
accrediting agency to avoid further disruption to currently accredited ACICS Institutions and
the students who attend these Institutions.

We watched the extraordinary politics at play over the revocation of the accreditation of ACICS
by the previous administration. While we take no official position on the status of the pending
litigation, we feel compelled to communicate with you as to what our experience has been with
ACICS.

Since CAPPS was created in 1985, we have worked with thousands of Private Postsecondary
Institutions in California and their respective Accreditors. We work with all National Accreditors,
our Western Regional Accreditor, and many Programmatic Accreditors. My personal
experience with ACICS dates to 1998 when | became Executive Director of CAPPS.

Woe have utilized the knowledge and expertise of ACICS staff and member schools for
everything from testimony in our State Legislature and regulatory agencies on accreditation
matters as it affects laws and regulations, to technical assistance and advice to our
Association. They have often given guidance on how to comply with existing Federal, State
and Agency requirements that often do not complement each other. We have found that
ACICS staff and members to be extremely knowledgeable about the complexities of California
requirements and have no reservations about the veracity of their statements. They are reqular
presenters and panelists at our Conferences and are respected sector wide.
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We have found ACICS to be an excellent technical resource, thought leader and quality thinker
regarding issues of the day. As they are one of the few Accreditor of degree granting
institutions in California, the length and breadth of their contact with our Association is deeper
and more frequent that most other Accreditors. | can state with no reservations that the
standards, methods of evaluation and accreditor decisions are essentially equal or superior to
other accreditors.

| would deviate just to bit to point out regarding past ACICS accreditor decisions that were
deemed “wrong,” at least one Regional Accreditor and one other National Accreditor
essentially made the same findings on the same Institution that ACICS did and they received
virtually no sanctions or criticism {only ACICS).

We believe, given the current situation, that the ACICS initial submittal allows the Department
to view bottom to top the ACICS proposed structure in detail. ACICS, its member Institutions
and their students who have done nothing but strive to complete their educational programs
and graduate, deserve a thoughtful and fair review as to whether they are worthy of being an
Accreditor. We believe that they are. | am available to discuss ACICS and this matter at your
convenience should you wish.

Thank you for taking the time to consider our thoughts in the matter.

Sincerely,

Robert Johnson
Executive Director, CAPPS

Cc: ACICS
CAPPS President
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September 13, 2017

Dr, Herman Bounds, Jr,

Director, Accreditation Group

U1.S. Department of Education

Office of Postsecondary Hducation

I.BJ Building, 400 Maryland Avenue, 8. W,
Washington, DC 20202

Re: Accrediting Commission for Independent Colleges and Schools - - Initial Petition
for Recognition

Pear Dr. Bounds:

I am writing on bechalf of the Pennsylvania Association of Private School Administrators
(PAPSA), a non-profit state trade association representing over a hundred aceredited institutions
of higher education offering carcer training programs. Since its inception, PAPSA has been one
of the largest and strongest state associations representing carcer schools in the country and
issucs rclated 1o accountability and cducational quality are the utmost priorily of PAPSA.

We write to convey our longstanding and current acknowledgment of the accreditation
activitics of the Accrediting Commission for Independent Colleges and Schools (ACICS), as
they relate 1o our ACICS-aceredited PAPSA members.

Accreditation is very important to PAPSA. Our membership includes institutions that arc
accredited through multiple different institutional acereditors, including both national and
regional accrediting agencies. Some of our members cven hold multiple institutional and
programmatic accreditations. With respect to ACICS-aceredited institutions, PAPSA has for
decades welcomed such institutions and recognized them as acceredited entities on the same basis
as other institutionally-aceredited PAPSA members. Many of these schools have existed for
decades and are well-respected higher education institutions in their communitics and are in
good standing with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and our state’s licensing and regulatory



bodics. These schools have also participated in a valued and mcaningful way in the carcer
education related activitics of our association, whether on the PAPSA Board, on our committees,
or in PAPSA trainings and confercnces, and on the same basis as other aceredited members of
our statc association.

ACICS accredits hundreds ol institutions across the country. PAPSA is aware ACICS has
undergone rigorous scrutiny over the last iwo years hy the Department related to scrious lapscs
by a small minority of their accredited institutions. Although PAPSA cannot comment on what
may have happenced in these tapses, nor ACICS’ response at the time of these cases, 1t 18 our
understanding ACICS has undertaken significant ctforts to address alleged deficiencics in its
policies and procedures to strengthen its case {or recognition as an accrediting agency by the
Department. In addition, 1t is important to note that many schools aceredited throupgh ACICS
have indicated they have seen first-hand the incrcascd accountability and improved processes
recently undertaken by ACICS as a result of their updated policics and procedures.

Thank you for your consideration of this letter.

Sincerely,

Aaron M. Shenck
Exceutive Director - PAPSA



